
ANCIENT ART  -  Egypt 

Canon A rule (for example – of proportion) 

 

 

  

Colonnade A series or row of columns, usually spanned by lintels 

 

 

  

Column A vertical, weight-carrying architectural element,  

circular in cross section and consisting of: 

a capital 

a shaft  

a base (sometimes omitted)  

Ground line In paintings and reliefs, a painted or carved baseline on  

which figures appear to stand. 

 

  

Hypostyle hall  A hall with a roof supported by columns. 

 

 

  

Ka In ancient Egypt, the immortal human life force. 

 

 

  

Mastaba Arabic, “bench”.  An ancient Egyptian rectangular brick or  

stone structure with sloping sides built over a subterranean  

tomb chamber connected with the outside by a shaft. 

 

  

Mummification A technique used by ancient Egyptians to preserve human bodies so that they may serve 

as the eternal home of the immortal Ka.  

Obelisk A tall, four-sided shaft of stone, usually tapered and monolithic,  

that rises to a pointed pyramidal top. 
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Palette 1. In Ancient Egypt: a slate slab used for preparing makeup. 

 

 

2. A thin board with a thumb hole on which an artist  

lays and mixes paint.  

 

 

 

Pylon A simple and massive gateway with sloping walls. 

 

 

  

Sphynx A mythical Egyptian beast with the body of a lion and the head  

of a human. 

 

  


